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Honored Guests from the Mainland, Ladies and 
Gentlemen:  

  First, on behalf of the Mainland Affairs Council, I 
would like to wish a warm and sincere welcome to 
Chairman Chen and the delegation under his leadership 
on this visit to Taiwan for the second round of 
Chiang-Chen talks.  

Two hours earlier, you and Chairman Chiang 
successfully completed the mission of these talks, and 
signed four agreements on food safety, air transport, sea 
transport, and postal service. The talks have had a highly 
fruitful outcome, and I thank everyone involved for your 
hard endeavors in this achievement.  

The reality we must face is that, for many years past, 
the two sides of the Taiwan Strait repeatedly stressed the 
importance of establishing mutual trust, but the 
foundations of such trust were always found lacking. 
Mutual trust needs to be built up step by step. On the one 
hand, it requires sufficient communication and dialogue; 
on the other hand, it demands that the existing reality of 
the cross-strait situation be faced up to and respected with 
a calm, composed and rational attitude.   
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Since taking up my position as minister of the MAC on 
May 20, I have deeply appreciated that benign cross-strait 
interaction opens a doorway to new opportunity. The 
wholehearted commitment and effort by the SEF and 
ARATS to grasp this historic opportunity and steer 
cross-strait relations toward new boundaries is evident for 
all to see.  

In the short space of less than five months, the two 
sides of the Taiwan Strait have successively held two 
high-level meetings, one in Beijing and one in Taipei. We 
have taken concrete action to implement institutionalized 
consultations and discussion. Demonstrating to the world 
the square facing of reality by both sides, we have put 
aside disputes, put fervor of will into actively improving 
cross-strait relations, and continuously sought pragmatic 
solutions to the problems and needs of interrelations 
between the peoples on the two sides of the Strait, 
particularly in safeguarding our people’s rights and 
interests in respect of food safety.   

I firmly believe that, if both sides adhere to the 
principles of “parity, mutual trust, dignity, and 
reciprocity,” we can actively create possibilities for the 
advantage of the peoples on both sides of the Strait.  

There is an old saying in Taiwan that: “A sweet potato is 
not afraid of falling to the ground and decaying, as long as it 
can sprout up and bring forth the next generation of sweet 
potatoes.” People on both sides of the Strait share the 
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common basic desire to survive and develop. Over the past 
half century and more, cross-strait relations have passed 
through many different stages of development. Guided by 
our respective political systems and life values, each side has 
pursued the well-being of its people, followed its own path, 
and accumulated its own precious store of experience.  

I truly believe that, as long as we earnestly strive to 
understand each other, hold an open view toward each 
other’s standpoints and opinions, and exercise mutual 
tolerance, the two sides of the Taiwan Strait will certainly 
be able to effectively resolve our differences step by step.  

Through peaceful dialogue and pragmatic cooperation, 
we can participate together in the international 
community, and contribute our wisdom and strength 
toward promoting peace and well-being for the whole of 
mankind. The example seven years ago of our both 
becoming members of the WTO at the same time 
demonstrates the possibilities of our exercising mutual 
tolerance in the international community.     

I would also like to mention here that the benefits of 
cross-strait connections should be shareable by the great 
majority of the people on both sides of the Strait. As long as 
we abide by this principle, all such connections will gain 
widespread public support on both shores. I also hope that, 
after today, in the institutionalized talks between the SEF 
and ARATS, both parties can work hard together to put this 
principle into effect, to help win popular support on the two 
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sides of the Strait.   

Let me close by once again thanking Chairman Chen 
and Chairman Chiang for their hard work, and wishing 
Chairman Chen all the best for the remainder of his 
itinerary in Taiwan. 

Thank you, everyone! 


