Diplomatic Corps Briefing
on the “Nanjing Meeting" and
"Tenth Round of High Level Talks"

Deputy Minister Lin Chu-chia
Mainland Affairs Council, Executive Yuan

March 5, 2014

Outline
I. Cross-Strait Seismic Monitoring
Cooperation Agreement
II. Cross-Strait Meteorological Cooperation
Agreement
III. Nanjing Meeting Results
VI. Conclusion

1

I.
Cross-Strait Seismic Monitoring
Cooperation Agreement
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1. Background
At the end of the ninth round of SEF-ARATS talks on June 21, 2013, the
two sides agreed to include cross-strait cooperation on seismic
monitoring into the negotiation agenda for the tenth round of talks.
In order to carry out the consensus made at the ninth round of SEFARATS talks to promote negotiations on Cross-Strait Seismic Monitoring
Cooperation Agreement, competent authorities of the two sides
(Taiwan: Central Weather Bureau; Mainland: China Earthquake
Administration) conducted operational discussions on these issues.
The SEF and ARATS convened the tenth round of high-level talks in
Taipei on February 27, 2014, and signed the Cross-Strait Seismic
Monitoring Cooperation Agreement.
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2. Objectives and Scope of Agreement
Establishing mechanisms for cross-strait exchange and
cooperation of seismic monitoring expertises so as to reduce
earthquake damages and to safeguard the life and property of the
people.
Establishing mechanisms for seismic monitoring cooperation to
monitor seismic activity more accurately in the Taiwan Strait and
neighboring areas, strengthening earthquake forecasting and
information access, and enhancing R&D in earthquake prediction.
Establishing direct liaison and cooperation mechanisms between
competent authorities for earthquake monitoring on both sides.
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3. Agreement Highlights
Cooperation on seismic monitoring
• Cooperation on seismic activity monitoring
• Communication on catastrophic earthquakes

Exchanges and cooperation on seismic
monitoring technology
Promotion on education in earthquake
disaster prevention
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4. Expected Benefits of the Agreement
Safeguarding the life and property of the
people and reducing earthquake damages.
Improving Taiwan's abilities in seismic
monitoring, information access, and R&D in
early-warning reporting.
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II.
Cross-Strait Meteorological
Cooperation Agreement
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1. Background
At the ninth round of SEF-ARATS talks on June 21, 2013,
the two sides agreed to include the issue of cross-strait
meteorological cooperation into the negotiation agenda of
the tenth round of talks.
The competent authorities of the two sides (Taiwan:
Central Weather Bureau; Mainland: China Meteorological
Administration) communicated on this issue.
The SEF and ARATS held the tenth round of high-level
talks in Taipei on February 27, 2014 and signed the CrossStrait Meteorological Cooperation Agreement.
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2. Objectives and Scope of Agreement
Promptly accessing information on severe weather to
reduce the impact of natural disasters.
Accessing accurate information on weather systems
and enhancing abilities in meteorological observation,
monitoring, prediction, forecasting and warning.
Essential to establish direct liaison and cooperation
mechanisms between the meteorological authorities on
the two sides.
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3. Agreement Highlights
Meteorological data exchanges and
cooperation
• Cooperation on severe weather related affairs
• Meteorological data and information exchange

Meteorological technology exchanges and
cooperation
Meteorological personnel exchanges
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4. Expected Benefits of the Agreement
Safeguarding the life and property of the people and
reducing damage from severe weather.
Improving abilities in meteorological observation,
monitoring, prediction, forecasting, and real-time alerts
to reduce damage from natural disasters.
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5. Reference Supplements:
A working group will be established in two
to three months to promote cooperation
affairs for both agreements.
Polls indicated that about 70% supported
the agreements among the public.
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National Security Review Mechanism：
• A national security review mechanism has been
established this time to review the two agreements. All
future agreements signed between the two sides will
undergone a similar two-phase review.
1st Phase

Mainland
Affairs Council

• Executive Yuan
(inter-department
review)

2nd Phase
• National Security
Council
(experts, scholars,
and interdepartment
review)
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6. Planned Future Agreements
• Trade in Goods Agreement (ECFA follow-up issue)
• Dispute settlement mechanism (ECFA follow-up issue)
• Cooperation on the avoidance of double taxation and
strengthening of tax cooperation
• Agreement on the reciprocal establishment of institutions by
the SEF and the ARATS
• Cooperation on environmental protection
• Cooperation on flight safety and airworthiness standards
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III.
Results of the Nanjing Meeting
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1. Introduction
At the APEC meeting in October last year (2013), MAC
Minister Wang Yu-chi and Director Zhang Zhijun of the Mainland's
Taiwan Affairs Office met for the first time, during which they
addressed each other by their official titles and extended mutual
invitations to visit the other side. The MAC Minister Wang accepted
Director Zhang's invitation and led a delegation to visit mainland
China from February 11 to 14 this year (2014). Minister Wang is the
first MAC Minister to visit the Mainland as an incumbent government
official in the 65 years of separate governance across the Taiwan
Strait, marking an important milestone in the development of crossstrait relations.
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2. Results of Minister Wang's Mainland Visit
The Nanjing meeting was the first meeting between heads
of competent authorities for cross-strait affairs, where
pragmatic views on important issues were exchanged as
follow:
• During the meeting, the Taiwan side emphasized for continuation of
progress in cross-strait relations to be based on the “1992
Consensus”, so as to enhance understanding and build mutual trust.
• The two sides agreed to establish a liaison and communication
mechanism between the MAC and the TAO to pragmatically discuss
and address major issues related to cross-strait interactions. They also
agreed to grant due facilitation measures for the entry-exit and
customs clearance of related personnel on the two sides under this
mechanism.
• The two sides agreed to more proactively discuss feasible measures
on granting humanitarian visit functions to the reciprocal institutions of
the SEF and the ARATS.
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• The Mainland side pledged to carry out measures to provide
medical care for Taiwanese students; whereas the Taiwan side
would continue to press for the inclusion of Mainland students in
Taiwan into the National Health Insurance program.
• Both sides exchanged views on issues such as joint
participation in regional economic integration, living
conveniences for resident reporters on each other's side, and
promoting of cross-strait cultural, educational, and technological
exchanges.
• Minister Wang formally invited Director Zhang to lead a
delegation to visit Taiwan at an appropriate time.
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Other Itinerary Highlights:
•

Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum: Held a memorial service for Dr. Sun
and declared the fact of the ROC's existence and the current
status of division and separate government across the Taiwan
Strait.

•

Nanjing University: Presented a speech encouraging students on
both sides to face their differences, sincerely associate and
create a new paradigm for the future.

•

Forum with scholars at think tanks in Shanghai: Explained
Taiwan's Mainland policy, exchanged views on cross-strait
issues and encouraged joint promotion of cross-strait ties.

•

Radio and Television Shanghai: Expressed Taiwan’s position on
promoting reciprocal information exchange across the Strait.
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3. Significance of Minister Wang's
Mainland Visit
Further normalizing official contacts across the Taiwan
Strait and institutionalizing cross-strait relations.
Encouraging both sides to objectively face each other and
the cross-strait reality.
Voicing Taiwan's values and encouraging the two sides to
advance together in areas such as democracy and
freedom.
Enhancing the spillover effects of cross-strait peace to the
international community.
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4. Views on the Visit
According to the MAC's latest public opinion survey, more than 60% of the public
affirm Minister Wang's first visit to the Mainland in an official capacity and also affirm
the holding of the meeting between heads of competent authorities for cross-strait
affairs. The surveyed public also feel that the visit is conducive to direct official
interaction across the Strait (65.1%) and also to the future development of crossstrait relations (61%).
In the international community, the U.S. White House and State Department and
European Union all welcome steps by the two sides of the Taiwan Strait in reducing
tensions and improving relations. They also encourage the two sides to continue
actively and peacefully in advancing cross-strait relations. Furthermore, international
public opinions generally support the view that the “Nanjing Meeting" will help to build
political mutual trust across the Taiwan Strait and holds both symbolic and real
meaning of being not only beneficial to the continued positive development of crossstrait relations, but will also bring dividends for peace and stability in the Asia region.
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IV. Conclusion
• The objectives of Minister Wang's visit to the Mainland were to further
normalize official cross-strait contacts, to urge the Mainland side to face
the reality across the Taiwan Strait, and to voice Taiwan's values so
that the two sides can conduct exchanges and mutually improve in
areas related to democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.
• All sectors of Taiwan and the international community universally affirm
the first formal contact and dialogue between officials of both sides. The
two sides will be able to enhance understanding and strengthen mutual
trust through follow-up exchange visits and the steady operation of the
liaison and communication mechanisms.
• The ROC government will uphold the position of equality and dignity,
respect public opinion and congressional oversight and pragmatically
promote Mainland policy to work for sustained peace, stability and
prosperity in the Taiwan Strait and region.
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End of Briefing
Thank You!

23

