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Abstract

In this study we focus on the continuity and changes of Chinese Household Registration 

(Hukou) system. Comparing to the population governance in the advanced capitalist world, 

Chinese Hukou system have five characteristics: (a) based on household rather than individual; 

(b) approved before rather than after migration; (c) categorized by a rural-urban dualism; (d) 

matrilineal inheritance; and (e) managed by the police system. The five characteristics came 

from the industrialization policy in the Maoist era and sustained by the cadre personnel 

dossier system, work unit system as� HOO�DV�WKH�SHRSOH¶V�FRP P XQHV

After the economic reform from 1978, however, the Hukou system faced the impacts 

from the market transition, especially from the great rural-urban migration. The migrants can 

hardly get the urban register and relative citizenship attached. We analyzed the reform policies 

of Hukou system and found three principles of thH�UHIRUP V² WKH�UHDFWLYH�JUDGXDOLVW�SULQFLSOH

the political stabilization principle and the local rent-seeking principle. The three principles 

KDYH�LUULWDWHG�ORFDO�FDGUHV¶�ILV cal incentives and led to the local variety of Hukou reforms. 

The study also investigated the Hukou reform strategies of local cadres. We found that 

the local governments usually take three straWHJLHV² H[FOXVLRQ�VHOHFWLYH�LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�WKH�

mixture of exclusion and selecWLYH�LQFOXVLRQ² WR�GHDO�Z LWK�P L grants. The local cadres set up 

rules of Hukou change, which usually try to attract migrants with three kinds of assets, capital 

(investors), skills (professionals and skilled workers) and lands (peasants in the suburban 

areas). The three kinds of migrant could bring tax revenue into the local. Instead, most 

unskilled migrant workers could hardly get the local register and stay in the cities. 

We used the 2005/2008 Chinese General Social Su rvey to estimate the source of income 

inequality and the source of migrants. Through the Gini decomposition we proof that the 

Hukou difference is still the major source of income inequa lity; though the Event History 

$ QDO\ VLV�Z H�FRQILUP � WKDW�P RVW�RI�WKH�³OHJ DO ´�P LJ UDQWV�Z KR�ZHUH�DFFHSWHG�E\ � WKH�FLWLHV�FRP H�

from the rich and higher educated. It is the selective inclusion policy rather than the exclusion 

policy, therefore, should be responsible for the enduring Hukou inequality in China. 

Keywords: Hukou, Social Inequality, Social Stratification, China, Cross-strait relationship.
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²

 (  2007 Lin and Wu 2009)

 (  2000)

1978
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 (

 2007)

 (Chan and Buckingham 2008)

 (2011) 1988 1995

Riskin, Zhao and Li 2001

2005 CGSS 2005

1988 0.27 1995 0.41 2005 0.56 90

Group Decomposition of Gini Coefficients

Pyatt

1976

90

0.47 0.56
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1988 2005

²

4.2
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1995 0.445

2005 0.275
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4.2

1988 1995 2005 

/

Between 0.531 0.445 0.275 

Overlap -0.372 -0.203 0.061 

Within 0.108 0.166 0.223 

0.562 0.490 0.161 

-0.368 -0.200 0.109 

0.073 0.117 0.288 

0.152 0.264 0.119 

-0.080 -0.083 0.062 

0.195 0.226 0.377 

0.005 0.007 0.058 

0.006 0.005 0.046 

0.255 0.395 0.454 

0.045 0.044 0.091 

-0.021 -0.010 0.012 

0.242 0.374 0.456 

0.267 0.407 0.558 
 (2011) 

² ²
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4.4 Cox model 

 (1) (2) (3) 
 1953-1977 1978-1995 1996-2008 
    

0.680+ 0.769 0.999 
 (0.143) (0.128) (0.182) 

1.014 0.982 0.985 
 (0.011) (0.013) (0.010) 

0.980* 0.971** 0.996 
 (0.010) (0.009) (0.009) 

X 1.047*** 1.051*** 1.015* 
 (0.013) (0.009) (0.007) 

1.033** 1.027** 1.032*** 
 (0.011) (0.009) (0.006) 

1.031 1.018 1.014 
 (0.025) (0.015) (0.011) 

1.044+ 1.032** 1.015* 
 (0.024) (0.011) (0.007) 

1.084** 1.032* 1.015+ 
 (0.028) (0.013) (0.009) 

1.090*** 1.056*** 1.020* 
 (0.026) (0.012) (0.010) 

1.024 1.032* 0.986 
 (0.027) (0.014) (0.012) 

1.052 1.007 1.001 
 (0.035) (0.015) (0.008) 

1.044** 1.054*** 1.029** 
 (0.015) (0.010) (0.011) 

1.035+ 1.083*** 1.078*** 
 (0.021) (0.012) (0.009) 
Observations 34312 43693 31245 
N_sub 2574 2983 2661 
ll -1163.149 -1808.197 -1710.186 
df_m 13 13 13 
aic 2352.298 3642.394 3446.372 
bic 2462.061 3755.298 3554.917 
Note: Exponentiated coefficients; Standard errors in parentheses  + p<.10, * p<.05, ** p<.01, *** p<.001 
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1
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91 2003
http://www.chungli.gov.tw/download/HRhistory.pdf 2011/04/19
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