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“This lively look at Taiwan is a superb primer for those who should know more about the
island’s successes and an entertaining review of political, economic, security, and societal
developments for specialists. Bringing to bear a wealth of knowledge and experience,
Rigger vividly evokes the forces that have allowed Taiwan to survive and thrive through
difficult times. Her insight into the significance of Taiwan's democracy, free market,
cultural dynamics, generational change, cross-Strait ties, and participation in the inter-
national community are persuasive and valuable.”

-NANCY BERNKOPF TUCKER, Georgetown University

“Taiwan is the quiet success story that no one ever heard of, but there's no one better
than Shelley Rigger to reveal why it deserves to be noticed. She knows the society from the
inside out and has a deep sympathy for its people. Her account is always balanced and
keeps an eye on why Taiwan really is important for the United States.”

—RICHARD C. BUSH, The Brookings Institution

“What a delight! Rigger offers a masterfully crafted volume—part paean, part history, part
ethnography, and part prescription—that brims with insight to an island and observations
about a people she has come to know intimately but writes of with a critical perspective
and affection. Vivid prose and Rigger's faultless eye for the telling detail yield a splendid
volume that is sure to appeal to the uninformed first-time visitor as well as the seasoned
analyst seeking to fill gaps in understanding.” —ALAN M. WACHMAN, Tufts University
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